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e.Tecu are produced, or not, we trust 
such attemps will prove as a seeil, 
vutch in future time will produce 
ytirnl fruil. 

" ¥w by Hit eve of Go:! hath virtue sworn, 
•'Thai oue good deed was never wrought 
iu vain." 

IRELAND. 

Our country as well as the em- 
pire at large is agitated at the unex- 
(>• ded turn attempted to be given to 
tiie Catholic <yiestion by transieri iug 
tiu; power ot a Veto ou the nomination 
•>) Catholic Bishops from the Pope 10 
fie king. We are heartily desirous that 
(lie Catholics would, aciording to the 
;in, -j^nt maxims oi their church, assert tiie 
mdependencieof nominating their own 
i.j^iiops for according to tneir tanotis, 
i:a.d former practice, the Pope has no 
right to inJtertjere in the nomination, the 
ti^hl, arior to the reformation in these 
countries txeing vested in the chapters 
to elect without any couutrol. Such 
beitjg the fpjrmer practice, why should 
it not again be tesorU-d to > 1 hus the 
objection of foreign interference might 
be obviated, witnput encreas'mg the 
overgrown power of the crown, which 
in the present state of things, we think 
is of tar more linger to the country 
audtotne' coHsliyjUon, than the fears 
«J a superannuated spiritual power, 
tinoiiith vested 'in a foreigner. Un- 
« •quivocal ami decided friends as we 
are to emancipation,' w,e would prefer 
to see it delayed tor a time, certain 
tiat it niustevenU.aiijbe conceded at no 
wry distant period, rather than ji should 
iiuw take, place coupled with an in- 
i i-e.ise to the power of the crown The 
rii'etls.of the ttegium Doiium granted 
fo the ministers of another church 
sIvoas the influence of the interference 
oi government, in case of the conces 
sion ol the Veto, a Catholic clergyman 
way mciine to manifest an obsequious 
«iir position, lest a contrary conduct 
iiioiitd afterwards operate to his disad- 
vantange livt'he event of hiselectipn lollie 
tpWcopacv. 'lite circumstances which 
hive occuired^suice the famous reso- 
lution of the house of common- in 17S2, 
i,li conspire to render the declaration 
still more applicable to the present 
time, " the power o! the crown has in- 
li eased, is increasing, and ought to be 
diminished." 

A masquerade was lately giva by 



the Lord Mayor of Dublin. We 
should not notice such an aliair in our 
pages, if it were not to point out the 
pernicious system in Ireland of calling 
in the military on every occasion. 
Armed dragoon paraded the streets on 
horseback, and committed many out- 
rages on the people, whose curiosity, 
certainly not ot a highly criminal 
nature, led them to stop the carria- 
ges for tire purpose of inspecting the 
dresses of the masks. This circumstance 
among many others, proves that we en- 
joy less practical liberty than our Eng- 
lish fellow subjects. So attempt wa* 
made to quell the row at Covent 
garden theatre, by an armed force. 
J hey proceeded no farther than the 
di*piay of constables and police ma- 
gistrates, and preserved the forms of 
law. But in Dublin a military iorce 
was called in to repress a little harm- 
less curiosity. 

We are pleased to see William 
Richardson, esu,. M.P. for tiie county 
of Armagh, contradicting that he had 
voted against inquiry into the expe- 
dition to the Scheldt. Such instan- 
ces of subordination of a Member of 
Parliament to his constituents is very 
proper, and agreeable to the best 
principles of the representative sys- 
tem. 

Our Readers are requested to cor- 
rect an error in our last Retrospect, 
ut page 03, 2d col. 37th line, and 
insert Bubb Doddington, hard Met- 
combe, as the name of the supple 
courtier, instead of' Do-nniitgkm. 
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ENGLISH CATHOLIC MEETING. 

In calling the attention of the people 
of Einfiand to the following most tem- 
perate aaiit. seasonable resolutions of the 
English /jathohc body, we are sure that 
we shall gratify all the sound, liberal, 
and enlightened part of our readers. 
They will see i» these resolutions the 
i-pirit of pure and loyal attachment to 
his majesty's throne and government, 
imvtd ivitli the most mild assertion of 
tlieir claim to an equal particip ition in 
the blessings yf the British constitu- 
tion. 

Nothing can be mqre simple than the 
nature of their application, nor any thug 
more obviously sincere, than the prayer 
bt the petition i)wy mean to present, 
for feeling th* weight « religious *envle« 
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in their own bosoms, they declare their 
readiness to agree to any arrangement 
founded on equal principles of respect 
lor those n f others, that shall give satis- 
faction and security to hoth. 

London, Feb. 1, 1810. 

At a numerous and most respectable 
meeting of English Roman Catholic 
miblemen, gentlemen, and clergy, held 
this day, at the St. Alban's tavern, 
the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted i 
'The RighlHon lordSto'irton, in ike chair. 

Resolved, 1. That the Roman Catholics 
of England are subject to several penal 
and disabling statutes, which have the 
most humiliating and depressing opera- 
tion upon them, and by which they are 
reduced to a stale of political^ degrada- 
tion, highly injurious to their country and 
to themselves. 

2. That arrived, as the united king- 
dom is, at the crisis of its fate, unani- 
mity among all classes of his majesty's 
subjects, is most essential for the pre- 
set vation of the empire, and that nothing 
can produce that unanimity, but an equal 
participation in the rights, privileges, 
and imraunities.of the British constitution. 

3. That the petition signed by the 
Roman CathoJirs of England, for the re- 
peal ot these statutes, be presented to 
parliament. 

4. That Earl Grey be requested to pre- 
sent the same to the house of lords, 
and that, the Right Hon. William Wind- 
ham ,be rtquested to present the same 
to the house of commons. 

b. That the English Roman Catholics, 
in soliciting the attention of parliament 
to their petition, are actuated, not uiore 
by a sense of the hardships and dis- 
abilities under which they labour, than 
by a desire to secure, on the most 
solid foundation, the peace and harmony 
of the British empire; and to obtain 
for themselves opportunities of manifest- 
ing, by the most active exertions, their 
*eal and interest in the common cause 
in which their country is engaged, for 
the maintenance of its freedom and in- 
dependence; and, that they are firmly 
persuaded, that adequate provision for 
the maintenance of the civil and re- 
ligious establishments of this kingdom, 
n ay be made, consistently with the 
strictest- adherence on their part, to the 
lenents and discipline of the Roman 
Catholic religion And, that any arrange- 
ment founded on this basis of mutual 
satisfaction and security, and extending 
to them the full enjoyment of the civil 
constitution of their country, will meet 
with their grateful concurrence. 



6. That the thanks of the English Ro- 
man Catholics be given to our secretary, 
Edward Jernirigham, esq. for his una- 
bated zeal, persevering assiduity, and 
distinguished prudence in the manage- 
ment of our cause. 

7. That the thanks of this meeting 
be given to the Right Honourable luid 
Stourton, for his conduct in the chair. 

STOUlffON, CHAIRMAN. 



PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 
At a meeting of the inhabitant-house- 
holders, electors of the city and liberty 
of Westminster, held in New Palace- yard, 
the 9lh day of February, 1810, Arthur 
Morris, esq.- High bailiff, in the Chair. — 
It was resolved, 

That in a petition presented to the 
house of commons, on the dth day of May, 
1793, and entered on its journals, it was 
averred, and offered to be proved at the 
bar, that la4 individuals (peers and others) 
did, by their own authority, Appoint, or 
procure the return of 307 members of that 
house (independent of those from Scot- 
land) who were tints enabled lo decide 
all questions in the name ot the whole 
people of Great Britain. 

That in a report presented to the said 
house during the last session, it appears 
that a large portion of the members there- 
of, are placemen and pensioners, depend- 
ent on the crown. 

That in a petition presented to the said 
house on the 9th day or December, 1790, 
and entered on its journals, it was averred 
that " seats therein were as notoriously 
rented and bought as standings for cattle 
in a lair ;" which assertion was then resent- 
ed as " scandalous and libelous :" but 
when, on the 11th day of May last, mo 
of his Majesty's ministers were accused 
of being concerned in the sale of a seat, 
they were screened from punishment, uu 
a plea of the extreme noloiitty ot the 
which many of its members uublushingiy 
justified. 

That to this defective state of the re- 
presentation, is to be aim tinted long, un- 
fortunate, and destructive w ; rs : the iin- 
rinnse debt and tatses with which the 
country is bnrthened ; and those perni- 
cious councils which havedepi ived our fi -I. 
low subjects, the citizens of London, of 
their ancient and constitutional right of 
petition to the King. 

That by these corruptions, the people 
are deprived of their lawful share m the 
government, by representation in thecoai- 
tnons house of parliament, which share 
has been usurped by an unlawful oligarchy 
of boiough-uiuiigcis. 



